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This paper is submitted in response to the office action mailed June 9, 2004. 


Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-19 were examined. Claims 1, 3, 5-14 and 16-19 were rejected. Claims 4 and 
15 were held to define patentable subject matter, but were objected to as depending from a 
rejected base claim. 

Claims 1 and 12 have been rewritten to incorporate the patentable subject matter of 
claims 4 and 15, respectively. Therefore, claims 1 and 12 now present the patentable subject 
matter of claims 4 and 15, respectively, in independent form. 

Claims 4, 7-11, 15, 18, and 19 have been canceled. 

In view of the amendments set forth above, it is respectfully submitted that claims 1-3, 5, 
6, 12-14, 16, and 17, as amended, are now allowable, and the application is now in a condition 
for allowance. 

Applicant notes the requirement to submit a certified copy of the priority document, and 
is prepared to provide this document in a timely manner under separate cover. 
A Notice of Allowance is therefore earnestly solicited. 
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Respectfully submitted, 


Date: September 8. 2QQ4_ 
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